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x AidadHerewit th’. traismitted: iS 9 communication : ‘from Brigadier-General 
BT » Wm. §. „Hajner commanding department of Oregon, acknowledging the "E 
2 o zgieiph; of certaix n,resolutions. passed, aby: the. Legislative, Assembly, relative - 
. to the establishment of "military posts along" the emigrant road from. the | 
. iMéesputi.river o Fort, Walla-walla.. . 55. 2. e son zo - a l 
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| HEAD. rae DEPARTMENT OF OREGON— 


i tions; I tender my. warmest thanks, “i c € 
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DE a ae Fort VANCOUVER, W. T., 
mE fanuazy 4th, 1859. 
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Se 2 quee l 
NE! have the honor to ncknowled ge the receipt of your pe: 
of the 9th of December Jast, transmitting: a copy « of ‘the Resolutions of 


ithe Legislative Assembly of. the Territory of ‘Washington, relative to the: 
establishment of military posts ‘dlong the emigrant, road from the Missduri 
fiver: to-Fort Walla-walla, in. compliance with the request of the Assembly, 
For this act of: "éorirtesy and ‘consideration on the part: of the: ‘A sseni- 
w; ‘and ‘for- the: confidence extended tó myself, udine ini its Resolii- 
i 1 (n B a n 
This generous ‘welcome which has greeted me on my’ “arrival tit thin 
distant portion of our great republic, arouses: feelings and thoughts that 


are, well shadowed. forth in the , abject for whieh the Resolutions were . 


framed, viz: the difficulties existing ; in communicating with the, States of 
hé East. | DIDI es eR NM CHE 

' I concur with the Aa as tọ the urgent necessity of opening a 
practicable and easy route from the Missouri river to Fort Walla-walla. 


ha 


' Not only should this be done, but a road from Fort Walla-walla or the 


Dalles should be openéd and. established to,Great Salt Lake City, con- 
-necting at the same time with the road to Fort Laramie and Missouri. 
This suggestion has already~ been submitted to the consideration of the 


| . Govertiment, and T am satisfied its canstrüetiog will be directed. 
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obs t has teli m TEN ‘at’ different jeviods " iny T. Gass. over 
thé greater part oF: the ‘country - through | ‘which: tliese “routes “phon bà | 
E estáüblistied) ‘and T do'iiot believe that'in-any-othler portions of D M 
„`. such good natural roads-for the same distance could heltaiae’! bue. ia 


oe The éstublighinent.of every’ ‘facility’ of cbiinititGatidh “hisbitde en. the ET 
Wen "ii t - 
part : 
2x 


TL 


dierent sections of our’ "eóuntéy-ià essentially "a. nity ‘question 
froin thie vital social interests depending pón it. I therefore do nót Hesi- 
tate to jn tity.’ Views at ‘this ‘time on the subject of: conáéitiug our 


Pacific slope with that of the: Atlantic, by ` a net work: of "roads." ti Ee 2, 


Cw he 


UU coh et ‘As’ the social and political interests of a State i increase, the, ‘necessity, 
| or the defense and protection of those interests becomes mote imperative, j EE 
CE i may say. with propriety that no portion of our citizens are more deeply: hg 
-— 0 c. dhterested in a safe, rapid and cértait communication with the Bast an | 
AN West thati those of the army; they will no ot only be-obliged. to-use if, "bat s EE "M 

to. protect ‘and secure it; and they will always be found, as the pioneers ot D 

|, civilization, grateful i cum suggestion tending to shorten anil improve 

the distance. a uo 2l MI d 

| | The’ vast-and nultiplying interests: of commerce, T a direct ` 
NE .  - end'eertdih commi fication, are becoming fárüiliar to the publie. mind, but 
nóne cat realize them to thei fullest extent’ Nue have never ‘visited our 
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Pacific Tai j 


DP Ten. years ago when. California sprang fató existence among nations, ote 
it a Pionix ffoi the ashes of decay, the world marveled and. wondered. a | 
The mind of man, pionie to judge of consequences” by their immediate TE 
action:on himself, concludéd the.cause'to be the gold in the soil; forgetting 
for. the, monient that eouritries in which only the - precious merg aboünd; - 


have. eer been aotea by decay and degradation. eoo ; "a 
Det’ ui sappose for a moment that the sanie ‘anion: of gold. had ben 


d distoveted at the North Pole ‘ten years agó, wold’ ‘the ota 5j al tthe 
North Pole present now “the. appearance, energy and enterprise of Cu VAM E, 
. fórüiá-—of- Oregon and Washington Territories? This question is ;easily l 
*. answered and clearly indicated: it was not the gold which, has caused the 
. -> United States:to be so proud of her Pacific posséssions; «i it was the unri- : . 
^ aled -advantages of soil and climate—the unbounded -résources in; the i 
animal, vegetable and mineral Kingdoms; and still'abóve these, that talis- 


: s man of earthly greatness,——the first seographica, position in. the world for . 


TEON oA c 
- 


NE «ommeree. . E at DUNT: ra ; 
a a n hése were ihe causes s which excited: in the publie mind - "hstéager > l 
n desire: o grapple.the Pacific States : with links of: steel, and: whichis gooi 
3 i tó become a national paon, LEN: ISIN | 
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“Commerce. 
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4. Dhese States, resting on, that. ocean, which connects theytwo grandest sí 
. Continents « ofthe Universe—Asia and A.merica—must : M n UM 
from, the west by. every -bteeze that blows-—from. Japan, fro om Russia, di 


om 


Chine, and from all parts,of Asia 0 s. he o oir sos Duae 
he present. commerce of. the world will -sink info; insignificance in 


iapa with that traffic which is to- be inaugurated, by, the laborsyof 


five; >y hundred millions of the most industrious people of the, earth, : whe 
are hereafter to be known among met. The very winds ‘of. Heaven, on 
the Pacific ocean, mark out the course which. this trade must, . take i in, its 
movement through. the world; and the natural. harbors and magnificent 
forests’ tell us that this const must. be, in future times, the , Queen of 


Ya 
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uM Wheri ‘such facts as these present. themselves. to- the mitd of, the 


Anierican people, Jet me ask, .is ‘there any element of that restless deter 


mined energy, which characterizes their nature to deter them’ ‘from making 
the great preparations necessary for such’ events ? ? oo oa, 


a 
i EN à 


Did they hesitate to establish -a national road between, the eásteri 
and western' States, when the interests of the country required it? and 


-were not ‘the difficulties of accomplishment, at that ‘time. as great, in cony 


nection with that road, as any ofthe difficulties now w existing on any, f 
the proposed ‘Pacific routes? ^ " 


E 


, Have they ever permitted the most. trying. iroumptancés, or the, anost 
adverse difficulties to weigh a mometit i in the scale, when the | honor, i ‘inter, 


est, and reputation of our common country, was: concerned ? wet lt oak 
wey Iti is this faith i in the desire of our countrymen fo see-our national 
greatness, increase; that conyinees me.the brilliant prospects-of California; 
Oregon and Washington Te erritovies, will be fully realized, —that:the time 
is not far distant when the crowning work of, steain will be victoriously 


accomplished ‘when. engines of such size and power will be ,89, ÇON, 


structed as ^to, condense days into hours, miles ittto inches: +. and when the | 


passage. from one ocean to the other, on our own soil, will only ocenpy 
from one day of ‘rest to another, =. ME ja 


- 
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-I am in favor of multiplying the number of roads —— tlie-Mis: | 


sissippi river and the Pacific States, and of opening railroads. on’ each and 
all,, when the. location and. interests warrants so doing. 
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* . Ti@oiniection "with this subject, ani important: ‘question must be atis- 
‘werd: Who are to people the. immense plains and arid wastes betieen 
the confines of Missouri and thie’ Sierra Nevada. mountains of 'Califürnia ? 


Who -arẹ ‘to: build up the System of “roads and: railroad through that 
eountry we require; ? 7 TE p. Rt 
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- "The American and the European leave behind them.those wastes, and 
hürries to the fertile and well-watered shores of the Pacific. "The destiny ' 
of the Indian is written in the Setting sun. From whence then, are the: ` 
people to come who will be willing and, who can make a gardenofa  .- 
desert? ` ty 
In the dispensation of Divine Providence, does it not.appear that the i 
great and powerful nation now being established on this continent, was M à 
` not to receive its origin or its destiny from any one of thè races of men? ` 
But that each and all contributing their intellect, their energy, ‘and their <7 
labor, to the stupenduous work of ompipotent design, would unconsciously - 
create a fabric of such glorious and transcendent. structure; às to become 
a monument of His power and goodness. - : 

As Europe and Africa have built the railroads; dug the canals, and 
planted the fields to the east of the Mississippi, does it not seem, but natu- 
ral that Asia, with her surplus population, should do the same for the 
country west of that river? Does it not appear that there exists but -one 
people whose history and whose labors show that they are qualified | for 
the duty of regenerating the Rocky mouutains ?—a people who remained a 
mystery for thousands of years—whose number, patience, industry and 
economy, have achieved the most remarkable deeds—where labor and pri- - 
` vation were required—and where quiet, inoffensive and peaceful habits be- ` 
eame a necessity ?—a people who, to secure themselves from. a warlike TE 
neighbor, built a wall, to intervene between them, of such dimensions, of | 
such length, and over such mountains, plains and ‘rivers, in one unbroken 
chain, as to claim for it a place among the wonders.of the world ?—a. people 
whose products and manufactures are already domesticated with us? I 
refer to the people of China. , 

Let us commence then the railroads; let us encourage the Chinese to 
emigrate and build them; let them be organized in the interior, which 
assimilates to many parts of their own country; let steam and lightning 


t—-— 


tte ok 


time, and we shall give a stimulus to commerce, energy and enterprise, "n 
which the most enthusiastic mind cannot now picture. 
With sentiments of high consideration, 
I remain Sir, very réspectfully,: 


your obedient servant, 
WM. 8, HARNEY, 


Brigadier-General U. S. A., Commanding. TL 5 

To his Excellency, C. H. Masox, BOX x 
Acting Governor of “Washington Territory, 2 | 
Olympia, ses Sound. . p 

ud 


